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I refer to Freedom telegwram 20766 dated 29th
December 1943, which directs that the policy regerding
Typhus control in the civilian population of Iaples
and Cccupied Italy shall be under the direction of
Flambo.

2. The removal of Typhus control from the direc-
tion of lledical Services, A.1.G., and the placing of it
under an operational military organization will not

only cause complete confusion in medical and civil
administration, but places upon the operatioral military
authorities a responsibility which must be that of A.IL.G.
In fact A.lI.G. has been formed to relieve the military
authorities of such responsibilities. This is the second
occasion in which A.F.H.Q. have renmoved from A.M.G. a
civil responsibility and placed it under Flambo. The.
first was the feeding of the civil populetion.

3. This tendency to place everything under the local
military orzanization shows a lack of confidence in A.IL G,
on the part of A.F.H.7. If that lack of confidence .is
shared by the G.0.C. in C., then I would suggest the re-
orcenization of A.!L.G. under the command of some other

A T.T.A.0,

4. T am advised and satisfied that Typhus in Haples
is not an hyper-endemic. The situation is serious but is
not out of control. Colonel Cheyne, Director of Medical
Services, A.:.G., together with Colorel Crichton, Senior
ledical Officer, Region III, nave thie matter in hand and
with the assistance of the U.S. Typhus Commission, whose
presence and help I welcome, are the best people, because
they are nembers of A.lM.G. and therefore in closest touch
with the civilian population and the civilian administra-
tion, to deal with the Typhus outbreek in any city or
vart of the areg. I subnit that Flambo is not in such a
position, \
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5.z n a telegram from Tegiorael Civil Affeirs Cfficer,

Region IIL, caved ZSva Tecenber 1943, it was recouended
net all Typhus work in the civil ?OUL*uthT be coorcineved
bJ Ll Ge Tublic Tlealth Tirectorate unde wewe“al Cirectlors

3 Sricadier Galloway and Cololel Clieyre were in
te azreement with this propossl, wiich involved tleat
the U.5., yphus Corwigsion would wori with them under ny

svecific direction ac t ng on tne G.C.C, in C's belelfl,

e Trie will ensire that the medical esvthorities would
work in the closest liaison with the civil adnirigtration

under the Régidral €ivil Affairs Officer of Liegion III under
whiich llaples Jalls and is, in ny candidé ozlnion, the only
practical way to taclkle the Typhus cenpalsl.

Te I must add thet Tajor Gerneral Cowell, Surgeon

AP 1.%., commented on a sigrel sent to W.ID. (AGVAR) by
Trisedier Gereral Fox, Chiefl of the .3. Typhus Commission,
relating to the outbreslk in lag“es as "highly ccloured,

rot entirely accurete, ard somewhalt hysterical", The esignal
wes cancelled by the Chief of Staff, A.7.I.L., and a 'molli-
fied!' gigral sent off, but this gives an indication of the
actior lizely to be taken by Zriadier Cererzal Fox who, While

aduittedly the world's expert in Typhus, shows a tendency
&1arils

O

Ce I £hall bve zlad if imedliate action couldl be taicen
to put the resuvonsitility o She medilcal admiristration

relating to the control of Typhus under the prorer authorivy,
j—.e. J»’a.;"G'

PeS.. Since writing the foregoing I have geen Generali Tox
who 1s as flamboyant as Generel Cowell describes,

I have put my point of view to him: he agrees and
gone back to Teples to work out a modus orerandi with my
Zirector of Public Mealth., The i2irn problem of tackling
tie typhus outbresk will be dealt with but this dosn't alter

uy opinion about the rprinciples involved.



